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Communist rebellion, not one single voice, among those who
to-day protest so rightly and so sincerely against the gangster
governments which rule half the world, was raised in protest.
It may well be said that the time for protest had not come.
Some impartial people would agree. What is incredible,
however, is that these signs of impending crisis should not have
been intelligently and positively appreciated.
- A revolutionary situation was developing and, as far as this
country was concerned, a great deal would depend upon the
issue of the struggle and our own attitude towards it. Spain,
to the most cursory glance, was either going to the left, to
become a western outpost of Bolshevism, or to the right, to
become, with our ancient ally Portugal, a Christian and civilized
outpost, but still an outpost, of authoritarianism. For England
this was a vital matter. Even if our leaders were wholly
ignorant of the moral and political issues at stake, not one of
them was unaware of the importance of Gibraltar, or of the
almost equal military importance of a neutral Spain in the
event of a new Anglo-German war fought out on French soil.
There was certainly going to be a new Spain. It was therefore
on the lowest grounds of self-interest essential that the British
Government should watch the situation and so manoeuvre as to
be on terms of closest friendship with her.

We had another and equally vital interest in Spain. In the
event of a world war, the Portuguese Atlantic ports might well
be invaluable to us. Portugal, however, could not be expected
to be actively with us if Spain were to be even negatively hostile
to us.

This is not the place to discuss the respective merits of the
combatants in the Spanish Civil War, nor to attempt to find
the truth of its origins. We are concerned only with the British
Government's attitude to the conflict and the repercussions of
that attitude on the international situation. Here was a civil
war having as its immediate cause a military revolt against a
threatened anarchy. On the one side was the army and the
Church and the middle classes, supported by Italy, on the other
the .Communist and anarchist parties supported by the miners
in Asturias> the Basque separatists, and the proletariat of most
of t&e great cities, and actively assisted by Russia. France and